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/H[LFDO� $QDO\VLV� RI� WKH� 7KLUG� 3UHVLGHQWLDO� 'HEDWH� EHWZHHQ� *HRUJH� :�� %XVK� DQG�
-RKQ� .HUU\� ��� ��� � 2FWREHU� ������ 7HPSH�� $UL]RQD�� ±� *LXVHSSH� 0LOD]]R�� *LRYDQQD�
0DLROD�
7KH�WUDQVFULSWLRQ�XVHG�LV�WKH�RQH�SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�3UHVLGHQWLDO�'HEDWHV�
�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�3UHVLGHQWLDO�'HEDWHV��ZZZ�GHEDWHV�RUJ��
7KH�OH[LFDO�DQDO\VLV�SURJUDPPH�XVHG�LV�$OFHVWH�����
�,0$*(���,QIRUPDWLTXH�0DWKpPDWLTXH�*HVWLRQ��ZZZ�VPHVV�HJVV�XOJ�DF�EH�OHMHXQH�ORJLFLHOV�DOFHVWH�KWPO��
�
The analysis of lexical correspondences statistically summarises the language used by the two 
candidates during the third and final presidential debate on domestic affairs. 
Mr. Schieffer’s interventions have been excluded from the analysis. 

 
 

The format of the final presidential debate is similar to the one of the first debate: no 
questions from the public and an anchorman, in this case Mr Schieffer of CBS News, as 
moderator among the two candidates. 
 
The last debate is tuned on GRPHVWLF�DIIDLUV. The major areas of discussion are classified in 
the first and fifth lexical classes, who cover most of the significant sentences. 
 
The first class is dominated by HWKLFDO and PRUDO� LVVXHV; the two candidates answer 
questions on homosexuality, civil rights, abortion and religion. The word IDLWK is mentioned 18 
times in the candidates’ answers, the word PDUULDJH 15 times and UHVSHFW 20 times. 
Mr Kerry manages to dominate syntactically this first lexical class.  
 
The other major lexical class covers the most conventional discussion on HFRQRPLF and 
VRFLDO� LVVXHV. The traditional divergences between conservatives and liberals clearly 
emerge; each candidate is willing to reiterate values and ideals of their parties and talk to their 
electorate.  
President %XVK  
� defends his fiscal policy,  
� reminds the period of recession he had to face during his presidency, 
� accuses the opponent to make faint promises 
 
Senator .HUU\ 
� accuses the President to cut taxes only of the richest 
� reminds the numbers of Americans who have lost the health insurance 
� promises social reforms targeting middle class citizens. 
 
The two most relevant topics of discussion are the KHDOWK�V\VWHP (the word KHDOWK is 
mentioned 52 times) and the WD[�FXWV (the words WD[ and WD[HV compare jointly 50 times in 
the text) 
 
None of the candidates is significantly associated to this class. Mr Kerry makes use of a more 
rich vocabulary covering a variety of issues while the President muses on the inconsistency of 
his opponent. 
 
The question of QDWLRQDO�VHFXULW\ takes the debate back to issues of foreign policy and war 
on terror, as happened in the previous debates.  
 
Mr %XVK is associated only to the fourth class of the factor plan. This minor class is related to 
the education issue, proposed by the President as a pragmatic plan to endorse the problems 
of increasing unemployment. 
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&ODVV����(WKLFDO�DQG�PRUDO�YDOXHV�

The main thematic areas emerged during the analysis are: 
 
� The attitude toward KRPRVH[XDOLW\, 
� the views on DERUWLRQ, 
� the importance of UHOLJLRQ 
 
The first semantic class embraces the ethic sphere of the two leaders. The importance of UHOLJLRQ 
is evident in both the contestants, however the role religion plays in  shaping their beliefs in 
politics is quite different: Mr Bush underlines how religion is guiding and supporting his action, Mr 
Kerry suggests that personal faith should not be imposed legislatively to other people who don’t 
share the same article of faith. 
 
The  question of KRPRVH[XDOLW\ follows an expected pattern of arguments and language. Mr 
Kerry supporting the idea of natural condition (,�WKLQN�LI�\RX�ZHUH�WR�WDON�WR�'LFN�&KHQH\
V�GDXJKWHU��
ZKR�LV�D�OHVELDQ��VKH�ZRXOG�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�VKH
V�EHLQJ�ZKR�VKH�ZDV��VKH
V�EHLQJ�ZKR�VKH�ZDV�ERUQ�
DV) and Mr Bush being more conservative (DV�ZH� UHVSHFW�VRPHRQH
V� ULJKWV��DQG�DV�ZH�SURIHVV�
WROHUDQFH�� ZH� VKRXOGQ
W� FKDQJH� ��� RU� KDYH� WR� FKDQJH� ��� RXU� EDVLF� YLHZV� RQ� WKH� VDQFWLW\� RI�
PDUULDJH). Both the candidates want to assure the American families clearly defining the marriage 
as an institution between a man and a woman. 
 
When debating the question of DERUWLRQ, the  opposite views are even more palpable with the 
President against it and his opponent in favour. In this case words like OLIH and FKRLFH symbolise 
the divergent approach to the issue. 
 
These topics facilitate the candidates to express their personal feelings. Among the most  
characteristic repeated segments of text, personal statements beginning as ,�WKLQN or ,�EHOLHYH are 
here exceptionally recurrent.  
 
The most connotative terms of this class are UHOLJLRQ, JRG, ORYH, OLIH, FDWKROLF, IDLWK; other principles 
related to the traditional American values are &RQVWLWXWLRQ, IUHHGRP, ODZ, ULJKWV, while verbs like 
VKDUH and UHVSHFW reinforce the idea of tolerance. 
 
As for the variety of language, Mr Kerry manages to dominate this class.�
:RUGV� 9HUEV� 5HSHDWHG�VHJPHQWV�� 6HQWHQFHV�
$PHULFD�
&DWKROLF�
&KRLFH�
&RQVWLWXWLRQ�
&RXQWU\�
'HFLVLRQV�
)DLWK�
)UHHGRP�
*RG�
,PSRUWDQW�
/DZ�
/LIH�
/RYH�
0DUULDJH�
1DWLRQ�
4XHVWLRQ�
5HOLJLRQ�
5LJKWV�
6DIH�
6HFXUH�

Can 
Allow 
Be 
Believe 
know 
pray 
protect 
respect 
share 
will 

I think 

I will 

I believe 

I was 

 

 

,�WKLQN�ZH�KDYH�WR�UHVSHFW�WKDW��WKH�SUHVLGHQW�
DQG�,�VKDUH�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�PDUULDJH�LV�
EHWZHHQ�D�PDQ�DQG�D�ZRPDQ��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW��
,�EHOLHYH�PDUULDJH�LV�EHWZHHQ�D�PDQ�DQG�D�
ZRPDQ��
�
ZKDW�LV�DQ�DUWLFOH�RI�IDLWK�IRU�PH�LV�QRW�
VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�,�FDQ�OHJLVODWH�RQ�VRPHERG\�
ZKR�GRHVQ
W�VKDUH�WKDW�DUWLFOH�RI�IDLWK��,�
EHOLHYH�WKDW�FKRLFH�LV�D�ZRPDQ
�V�FKRLFH��LW
�V�
EHWZHHQ�D�ZRPDQ��JRG�DQG�KHU�GRFWRU��
�
MXVW�DV�,�IRXJKW�IRU�RXU�FRXQWU\�DV�D�\RXQJ�
PDQ��ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�SDVVLRQ�,�ZLOO�ILJKW�WR�
GHIHQG�WKLV�QDWLRQ�WKDW�,�ORYH��DQG��ZLWK�IDLWK�
LQ�JRG�DQG�ZLWK�FRQYLFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�PLVVLRQ�RI�
$PHULFD��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�UHDFK�KLJKHU��
�
,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�JRG�ZDQWV�HYHU\ERG\�WR�EH�IUHH��
WKDW
�V�ZKDW�,�EHOLHYH��DQG�WKDW
�V�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�
P\�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\��LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��,�EHOLHYH�
WKDW�WKH�IUHHGRP�WKHUH�LV�D�JLIW�IURP�WKH�
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:RPDQ�
ZRUOG�
.HQQHG\ 

DOPLJKW\��
�
,W
V�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�ZH�GR�WKDW��DQG�,�DOVR�NQRZ�
LQ�D�IUHH�VRFLHW\�SHRSOH��FRQVHQWLQJ�DGXOWV�
FDQ�OLYH�WKH�ZD\�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�OLYH��DQG�WKDW¶V�
WR�EH�KRQRXUHG��EXW�DV�ZH�UHVSHFW�VRPHRQH
�V�
ULJKWV��DQG�DV�ZH�SURIHVV�WROHUDQFH��ZH�
VKRXOGQ
W�FKDQJH�RU�KDYH�WR�FKDQJH�RXU�EDVLF�
YLHZV�RQ�WKH�VDQFWLW\�RI�PDUULDJH��
,�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�VDQFWLW\�RI�PDUULDJH��,�WKLQN�LW
�V�
YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�ZH�SURWHFW�PDUULDJH�DV�
DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ��EHWZHHQ�D�PDQ�DQG�D�ZRPDQ��,�
SURSRVHG�D�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�DPHQGPHQW��WKH�
UHDVRQ�,�GLG�VR�ZDV�EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�ZRUULHG�
WKDW�DFWLYLVW�MXGJHV�DUH�DFWXDOO\�GHILQLQJ�WKH�
GHILQLWLRQ�RI�PDUULDJH��DQG�WKH�VXUHVW�ZD\�WR�
SURWHFW�PDUULDJH�EHWZHHQ�D�PDQ�DQG�ZRPDQ�
LV�WR�DPHQG�WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQ��
����������,�UHVSHFW�WKHLU�YLHZV��,�FRPSOHWHO\�
UHVSHFW�WKHLU�YLHZV��,�DP�D�FDWKROLF��DQG�,�
JUHZ�XS�OHDUQLQJ�KRZ�WR�UHVSHFW�WKRVH�YLHZV��
EXW�,�GLVDJUHH�ZLWK�WKHP��DV�GR�PDQ\��,�
EHOLHYH�WKDW�,�FDQ
�W�OHJLVODWH�RU�WUDQVIHU�WR�
DQRWKHU�$PHULFDQ�FLWL]HQ�P\�DUWLFOH�RI�IDLWK��
����������WKDW
�V�ZK\�,�ILJKW�DJDLQVW�SRYHUW\��
WKDW
�V�ZK\�,�ILJKW�WR�FOHDQ�XS�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�
DQG�SURWHFW�WKLV�HDUWK��WKDW
�V�ZK\�,�ILJKW�IRU�
HTXDOLW\�DQG�MXVWLFH��
�
DQG�JRG�EOHVV�WKH�XQLWHG�VWDWHV�RI�$PHULFD��
�
P\�KRSH�IRU�$PHULFD�LV�D�SURVSHURXV�
$PHULFD��D�KRSHIXO�$PHULFD�DQG�D�VDIHU�ZRUOG�
�
,�ZDV�DQ�DOWDU�ER\��,�NQRZ�WKDW�WKURXJKRXW�P\�
OLIH�WKLV�KDV�PDGH�D�GLIIHUHQFH�WR�PH��DQG�DV�
SUHVLGHQW�.HQQHG\�VDLG�ZKHQ�KH�UDQ�IRU�
SUHVLGHQW��KH�VDLG��,¶P�QRW�UXQQLQJ�WR�EH�D�
FDWKROLF�SUHVLGHQW��



 6 

 
&ODVV����1DWLRQDO�VHFXULW\�

The main thematic area is: 
 
• The ERUGHU security 
 
The national security issue is here treated as a domestic question. Are we secure in our 
homeland? Mr Kerry accuses President Bush of not doing all the needed to secure the borders, 
Mr Bush reminds his opponent supported an amnesty for illegal aliens. The question should be 
seen also as a human rights issue, Mr Kerry replies. 
 
The class is quite small, in terms of number of meaningful sentences, and none of the two 
candidates seems to prevail. 
 
�
:RUGV� 9HUEV� 5HSHDWHG�VHJPHQWV� 6HQWHQFHV�
$FURVV�
%RUGHU�
&LWL]HQ�
&RXQWU\�
,OOHJDO�
/LQH�
3HRSOH�
3ROLF\�
3URYLGH�
6HFXULW\�
7LPH�
:RUN�
 

Can 
Coming 
Could 
Going 
Say 
See 
Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 

across the border 

we have 

 

 

 

,�GRQ
�W�WKLQN�ZH�RXJKW�WR�UHZDUG�LOOHJDO�
EHKDYLRXU��WKHUH�DUH�SOHQW\�RI�SHRSOH�
VWDQGLQJ�LQ�OLQH�WR�EHFRPH�D�FLWL]HQ��DQG�ZH�
RXJKW�QRW�WR�FURZG�WKHVH�SHRSOH�DKHDG�RI�
WKHP�LQ�OLQH��
�
ZH
�UH�QRW�GRLQJ�ZKDW�ZH�RXJKW�WR�GR�LQ�WHUPV�
RI�WKH�WHFKQRORJ\��ZH�KDYH�LULV�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�
WHFKQRORJ\��ZH�KDYH�WKXPESULQW��ILQJHUSULQW�
WHFKQRORJ\�WRGD\��ZH�FDQ�NQRZ�ZKR�WKH�
SHRSOH�DUH��WKDW�WKH\
�UH�UHDOO\�WKH�SHRSOH�WKH\�
VD\�WKH\�DUH�ZKHQ�WKH\�FURVV�WKH�ERUGHU��ZH�
FRXOG�VSHHG�LW�XS��
�
WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�WDNH�WKH�SUHVVXUH�RII�RXU�
WURRSV�LV�WR�VXFFHHG�LQ�,UDT��LV�WR�WUDLQ�,UDTLV�
VR�WKH\�FDQ�GR�WKH�KDUG�ZRUN�RI�GHPRFUDF\��LV�
WR�JLYH�WKHP�D�FKDQFH�WR�GHIHQG�WKHLU�FRXQWU\��
ZKLFK�LV�SUHFLVHO\�ZKDW�ZH
�UH�GRLQJ��
�
LW�PDNHV�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�FRPLQJ�DFURVV�
WKH�ERUGHU�DUH�KXPDQHO\�WUHDWHG��WKDW�WKH\
�UH�
QRW�NHSW�LQ�WKH�VKDGRZV�RI�RXU�VRFLHW\��WKDW�
WKH\
�UH�DEOH�WR�JR�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�WR�VHH�WKHLU�
IDPLOLHV��
�
,�EODPH�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�IRU�WKH�WKLQJV�WKH�
SUHVLGHQW�FRXOG�GR�WKDW�KDV�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�LW��
RXWVRXUFLQJ�LV�JRLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ��,
YH�
DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKDW�LQ�XQLRQ�KDOOV�DFURVV�WKH�
FRXQWU\��
�
IRXU�WKRXVDQG�SHRSOH�D�GD\�DUH�FRPLQJ�
DFURVV�WKH�ERUGHU��WKH�IDFW�LV�WKDW�ZH�QRZ�
KDYH�SHRSOH�IURP�WKH�PLGGOH�HDVW��DOOHJHGO\��
FRPLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�ERUGHU��
�
LW
�V�D�VXEMHFW�,
P�YHU\�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK��DIWHU�DOO��,�
ZDV�D�ERUGHU�JRYHUQRU�IRU�D�ZKLOH��PDQ\�
SHRSOH�DUH�FRPLQJ�WR�WKLV�FRXQWU\�IRU�
HFRQRPLF�UHDVRQV��
�
ZH
�UH�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�ERUGHU�VHFXULW\�RI�WKH�
XQLWHG�VWDWHV��ZH
YH�JRW��������PRUH�ERUGHU�
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SDWURO�DJHQWV�RQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�ERUGHU��ZH
�UH�
XVLQJ�QHZ�HTXLSPHQW��ZH
�UH�XVLQJ�XQPDQQHG�
YHKLFOHV�WR�VSRW�SHRSOH�FRPLQJ�DFURVV��DQG�
ZH
OO�FRQWLQXH�WR�GR�VR�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�IRXU�
\HDUV��
�
LI�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�EHFRPH�D�FLWL]HQ��WKH\�FDQ�
VWDQG�LQ�OLQH��WRR��DQG�KHUH�LV�ZKHUH�P\�
RSSRQHQW�DQG�,�GLIIHU��LQ�6HSWHPEHU�������KH�
VXSSRUWHG�DPQHVW\�IRU�LOOHJDO�DOLHQV��
�
DQG�ZH
�UH�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�D�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�MREV�
FUHGLW�DQG�D�MRE�KLULQJ�FUHGLW�VR�ZH�DFWXDOO\�
KHOS�SHRSOH�EH�DEOH�WR�KLUH�KHUH��WKH�VHFRQG�
WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�GR�LV�SURYLGH�D�IDLU�WUDGH�
SOD\LQJ�ILHOG��WKLV�SUHVLGHQW�GLGQ
W�VWDQG�XS�IRU�
%RHLQJ�ZKHQ�DLUEXV�ZDV�YLRODWLQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
UXOHV�DQG�VXEVLGLHV��
�
,�VHH�LW�DV�D�VHULRXV�SUREOHP��,�VHH�LW�DV�D�
VHFXULW\�LVVXH��,�VHH�LW�DV�DQ�HFRQRPLF�LVVXH��
DQG�,�VHH�LW�DV�D�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LVVXH��
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&ODVV����:DU�RQ�WHUURU�

The main thematic areas are: 
 
� The VHFXULW\ issue, 
� the ZDU�LQ�,UDT 
 
The third semantic class is very close to the second class. The question of QDWLRQDO�VHFXULW\ is 
linked to IRUHLJQ� DIIDLUV and predominantly to the Iraqi war. The state of emergency is the 
prevailing message behind the language used by the two contenders; they repeat most of the 
positions expressed in the two previous debates. 
 
Mr Bush’s strategy tries to link the question of national security to a clear success in Iraq, Mr Kerry 
points out once more a different view on the ways to fight the terrorists, reminding that the focus 
should have been Osama Bin Laden and not Iraq. 
 
Like in the previous debates, this area is dominated by words like VWURQJ, WHUURU, ZDU and 2VDPD�
%LQ�/DGHQ� �
:RUGV� 9HUEV� 'RPLQDQW�DFWRU� �
%RUGHUV�
,UDT�
3ODQ�
5HDO�
6KH�
6WURQJ�
7HUURU�
7H[DV�
:DU�
:RUGV 

did  
guess 
take 
tell 
think 
understand 
 
 
 

Osama Bin Laden 

 

 

 

VL[�PRQWKV�DIWHU�KH�VDLG�2VDPD�ELQ�ODGHQ�PXVW�
EH�FDXJKW�GHDG�RU�DOLYH��WKLV�SUHVLGHQW�ZDV�
DVNHG��ZKHUH�LV�2VDPD�ELQ�ODGHQ"�KH�VDLG��,�GRQ
�
W�NQRZ��,�GRQ
�W�UHDOO\�WKLQN�DERXW�KLP�YHU\�PXFK��
,
P�QRW�WKDW�FRQFHUQHG��ZH�QHHG�D�SUHVLGHQW�ZKR�
VWD\V�GHDGO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�UHDO�ZDU�RQ�WHUURU��
�
KH�VDLG�KH�ZRXOG�ZRUN�WKURXJK�D�UHDO�DOOLDQFH��
KH�VDLG�LQ�&LQFLQQDWL�ZH�ZRXOG�SODQ�FDUHIXOO\��ZH�
ZRXOG�WDNH�HYHU\�SUHFDXWLRQ��ZHOO��ZH�GLGQ
W��DQG�
WKH�UHVXOW�LV�RXU�IRUFHV�WRGD\�DUH�RYHUH[WHQGHG��
WKH�IDFW�LV�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�FKRRVH�WR�JR�WR�ZDU�DV�
D�ODVW�UHVXOW��
�
ZHOO��WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH�ERUGHUV�DUH�QRW�DV�SURWHFWHG�
DV�WKH\�ZHUH�SULRU�WR�6HSWHPEHU�WKH���WK�VKRZV�
KH�GRHVQ
W�NQRZ�WKH�ERUGHUV��WKH\
�UH�PXFK�EHWWHU�
SURWHFWHG�WRGD\�WKDQ�WKH\�ZHUH�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�WKH�
JRYHUQRU�RI�7H[DV��ZH�KDYH�PXFK�PRUH�
PDQSRZHU�DQG�PXFK�PRUH�HTXLSPHQW�WKHUH��
�
ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�LPPLJUDWLRQ�UHIRUP��WKH�SUHVLGHQW�
EURNH�KLV�SURPLVH�RQ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�UHIRUP��KH�VDLG�
KH�ZRXOG�UHIRUP�LW��IRXU�\HDUV�ODWHU�KH�LV�QRZ�
SURPLVLQJ�DQRWKHU�SODQ��KHUH
�V�ZKDW�,
OO�GR��
QXPEHU�RQH��WKH�ERUGHUV�DUH�PRUH�OHDNLQJ�WRGD\�
WKDQ�WKH\�ZHUH�EHIRUH��������
�
JRVK��,�MXVW�GRQ
W�WKLQN�,�HYHU�VDLG�,
P�QRW�ZRUULHG�
DERXW�2VDPD�ELQ�ODGHQ��LW
V�NLQG�RI�RQH�RI�WKRVH�
H[DJJHUDWLRQV��RI�FRXUVH�ZH
�UH�ZRUULHG�DERXW�
2VDPD�ELQ�ODGHQ��ZH
UH�RQ�WKH�KXQW�DIWHU�2VDPD�
ELQ�ODGHQ��ZH
UH�XVLQJ�HYHU\�DVVHW�DW�RXU�GLVSRVDO�
WR�JHW�2VDPD�ELQ�ODGHQ��
�
\HV��ZKHQ�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�KDG�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
FDSWXUH�RU�NLOO�2VDPD�%LQ�/DGHQ��KH�WRRN�KLV�
IRFXV�RII�RI�WKHP��RXWVRXUFHG�WKH�MRE�WR�DIJKDQ�
ZDUORUGV��DQG�2VDPD�ELQ�ODGHQ�HVFDSHG��



 9 

 
&ODVV����(GXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�

The main thematic areas are: 
�
• The�HFRQRPLF situation, 
• the�HGXFDWLRQ reform 
 
This class is semantically dominated by President %XVK, who answers most of the questions 
about economy tuning his speeches on the role of HGXFDWLRQ. This is what the President wants to 
stress: to grow the economy and create jobs we need excellence in our education system and that 
is our reform (SHUKDSV� WKH� EHVW� ZD\� WR� NHHS� MREV� KHUH� LQ� $PHULFD� DQG� WR� NHHS� WKLV� HFRQRP\�
JURZLQJ�LV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�RXU�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�ZRUNV).  
 
The link between education and words like MREV, GLSORPD, VSHQGLQJ, HFRQRP\ and, at less extend 
SURGXFWLYH and FRPSHWLWLYH, shows the idea of the President of increasing individual opportunities 
without intervening with public policies. The strategy works in dominating the language, also in few 
cases the President’s answers differ from the questions. 
�
:RUGV� 9HUEV� 5HSHDWHG�VHJPHQWV�� 6HQWHQFHV�
3UREOHP�
$FW�
%HKLQG�
&HQWXU\�
&KLOG�
&KLOGUHQ�
&ROOHJH�
&RPPXQLW\�
'LIIHUHQFH�
(DUO\�
(FRQRP\�
(GXFDWLRQ�
*DS�
*UDQWV�
-REV�
.LGV�
0HDVXUH�
6FKRRO�
6SHQGLQJ�
6WDQGDUGV�
6\VWHP�
 

Able 
Continue 
Get 
Grow 
Help 
Make 
Move 
Raise 
Realise 
Solve 
 

education system 

no child left behind Act 

over the next four years 

 

KH�WDONHG�DERXW�FKLOGUHQ�ZKRVH�SDUHQWV�GRQ
�W�
VSHDN�(QJOLVK�DV�D�ILUVW�ODQJXDJH"�DEVROXWHO\�
ZH
YH�JRW�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKH\�JHW�HGXFDWHG��
DQG�WKDW
�V�ZKDW�WKH�QR�FKLOG�OHIW�EHKLQG�DFW�
GRHV�
�
,
G�VD\��ERE��,
YH�JRW�SROLFLHV�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�
JURZ�RXU�HFRQRP\�DQG�FUHDWH�WKH�MREV�RI�WKH�
��VW�FHQWXU\��DQG�KHUH
�V�VRPH�KHOS�IRU�\RX�WR�
JR�JHW�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ��
�
WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�H[SDQG�SHOO�JUDQWV�WR�PDNH�
VXUH�WKDW�SHRSOH�KDYH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VWDUW�
WKHLU�FDUHHU�ZLWK�D�FROOHJH�GLSORPD�
�
,�UHPHPEHU�D�ODG\�LQ�+RXVWRQ��7H[DV��WROG�PH��
UHDGLQJ�LV�WKH�QHZ�FLYLO�ULJKW��DQG�VKH
�V�ULJKW��
LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�VXUH�SHRSOH�KDYH�MREV�IRU�
WKH���VW�FHQWXU\��ZH
YH�JRW�WR�JHW�LW�ULJKW�LQ�WKH�
HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP��DQG�ZH
�UH�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�
FORVH�D�PLQRULW\�DFKLHYHPHQW�JDS�QRZ��
�
ZH�UHIRUPHG�RXU�VFKRRO�V\VWHP��DQG�QRZ�
WKHUH
�V�DQ�DFKLHYHPHQW�JDS�LQ�$PHULFD�WKDW
�V�
EHJLQQLQJ�WR�FORVH��RYHU�WKH�QH[W�IRXU�\HDUV��
ZH¶OO�FRQWLQXH�WR�LQVLVW�RQ�H[FHOOHQFH�LQ�HYHU\�
FODVVURRP�LQ�$PHULFD�VR�WKDW�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�
KDYH�D�FKDQFH�WR�UHDOLVH�WKH�JUHDW�SURPLVH�
RI�$PHULFD��
�
QR��HGXFDWLRQ�LV�KRZ�WR�KHOS�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR
�V�
ORVW�D�MRE��HGXFDWLRQ�LV�KRZ�WR�PDNH�VXUH�
ZH
YH�JRW�D�ZRUNIRUFH�WKDW
�V�SURGXFWLYH�DQG�
FRPSHWLWLYH��
�
,�ZHQW�WR�:DVKLQJWRQ�WR�VROYH�SUREOHPV��DQG�,�
VDZ�D�SUREOHP�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�HGXFDWLRQ�
V\VWHP�LQ�$PHULFD��WKH\�ZHUH�MXVW�VKXIIOLQJ�
WRR�PDQ\�NLGV�WKURXJK�WKH�V\VWHP��\HDU�DIWHU�
\HDU��JUDGH�DIWHU�JUDGH��ZLWKRXW�OHDUQLQJ�WKH�
EDVLFV��
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&ODVV����(FRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�LVVXHV�
The main thematic areas are: 
�
• The KHDOWK�FDUH, �
• the WD[�FXWV. 
�
This is the most relevant class, in terms of number of significant sentences in the debate, together with the 
first class on ethical and moral issues. This is the core of GRPHVWLF�DIIDLUV political platforms and where the 
two candidates vary more as for their policies, views and ideals. 
 
The traditional axes of conservatives and liberals are proposed in the debate. +HDOWK�FDUH, KHDOWK�LQVXUDQFH 
and VRFLDO�VHFXULW\�on one side and VPDOO�EXVLQHVV and WD[�FXWV on the other. Mr .HUU\ lists all the failures of 
the current presidential administration and its damaging consequences on the American families (ILYH�PLOOLRQ�
$PHULFDQV� KDYH� ORVW� WKHLU� KHDOWK� LQVXUDQFH� LQ� WKLV� FRXQWU\); Mr %XVK concentrates his messages in the 
inconsistency of his opponent, promising things he is not going to realise (KH� YRWHG� WR� LQFUHDVH� WD[HV� ���
WLPHV�� 
 
Both the candidates talk directly to their traditional electorate but also to the important bulk of undecided 
voters. The statements targeting the PLGGOH�FODVV take an important part of the final presidential debate. 
 
The fifth class is characterised by words related to the economic and social issues discussed: the KHDOWK�FDUH 
with GUXJV, FRVW, PHGLFDUH, LQVXUDQFH, SUHVFULSWLRQ and the ILVFDO�V\VWHP with WD[�FXWV, PLGGOH�FODVV, EXGJHW, 
EXVLQHVV, LQFRPH. 
 
None of the candidates clearly prevailed on the opponent, even though Mr NHUU\ manages to introduce more 
favourable topics in the agenda of the debate.�
:RUGV� 9HUEV� 5HSHDWHG�VHJPHQWV�� 6HQWHQFHV�
$PHULFDQ�
&RVW�
%HQHILWV�
%LOOLRQ�
%XGJHW�
%XVLQHVV�
&DUH�
0LGGOH�FODVV�
&XWV�
'UXJV�
)DPLO\�
*RYHUQPHQW�
+HDOWK�
,QFRPH�
,QVXUDQFH�
/HVV�
/RZHU�
0HGLFDUH�
0LOOLRQ�
3UHVFULSWLRQ�
3URJUDPV�
5HOLHI�
6RFLDO�
7D[�
7D[HV�
:RUNHUV 

Cut 
Increase 
 
 

health care 

health insurance 

tax cut 

social security 

small business 

tax relief 

tax cuts 

Pell grants 

WKH�WDNH�KRPH�SD\�RI�D�W\SLFDO�$PHULFDQ�IDPLO\�DV�
D�VKDUH�RI�QDWLRQDO�LQFRPH�LV�ORZHU�WKDQ�LW
�V�EHHQ�
VLQFH�������DQG�WKH�WDNH�KRPH�SD\�RI�WKH�ULFKHVW����
SHUFHQW�RI�$PHULFDQV�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�LW
�V�EHHQ�VLQFH�
������XQGHU�SUHVLGHQW�EXVK��WKH�PLGGOH�FODVV�KDV�
VHHQ�WKHLU�WD[�EXUGHQ�JR�XS�DQG�WKH�ZHDOWKLHVW
�V�
WD[�EXUGHQ�KDV�JRQH�GRZQ��
�
DQG�ZKDW�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�VDLG�DERXW�WKH�WD[�FXWV�KDV�
EHHQ�ZLSHG�RXW�E\�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�KHDOWK�FDUH��WKH�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�JDVROLQH��WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WXLWLRQV��WKH�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�SUHVFULSWLRQ�GUXJV��
�
ILYH�PLOOLRQ�$PHULFDQV�KDYH�ORVW�WKHLU�KHDOWK�
LQVXUDQFH�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\��
�
P\�RSSRQHQW�WDONV�DERXW�ILVFDO�VDQLW\��KLV�UHFRUG�LQ�
WKH�XQLWHG�VWDWHV�VHQDWH�GRHV�QRW�PDWFK�KLV�
UKHWRULF��KH�YRWHG�WR�LQFUHDVH�WD[HV����WLPHV�DQG�
WR�EXVW�WKH�EXGJHW�����WLPHV��
�
WKH�SUHVLGHQW�EORFNHG�\RX�IURP�WKH�ULJKW�WR�KDYH�
OHVV�H[SHQVLYH�GUXJV�IURP�&DQDGD��ZH�DOVR�
ZDQWHG�PHGLFDUH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�QHJRWLDWH�EXON�
SXUFKDVLQJ��WKH�YD�GRHV�WKDW��WKH�YD�SURYLGHV�ORZHU�
FRVW�GUXJV�WR�RXU�YHWHUDQV��ZH�FRXOG�KDYH�GRQH�
WKDW�LQ�PHGLFDUH��PHGLFDUH�LV�SDLG�IRU�E\�WKH�
DPHULFDQ�WD[SD\HU��
�
KH�WDONV�DERXW�EHLQJ�D�ILVFDO�FRQVHUYDWLYH��RU�
ILVFDOO\�VRXQG��EXW�KH�YRWHG�RYHU�KH�YRWHG�����
WLPHV�WR�ZDLYH�WKH�EXGJHW�FDSV��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�KDYH�
FRVW�WKH�WD[SD\HUV�



 11 

�
PHGLFDUH�SUHPLXPV�ZHQW�XS����SHUFHQW�D�IHZ�
GD\V�DJR��SUHVFULSWLRQ�GUXJV�DUH�XS����SHUFHQW�D�
\HDU��EXW�JXHVV�ZKDW��$PHULFD"�WKH�ZDJHV�RI�
$PHULFDQV�KDYH�JRQH�GRZQ��
�
WKLV�UHDOO\�XQGHUVFRUHV�WKH�SUREOHP�ZLWK�WKH�
$PHULFDQ�KHDOWK�FDUH�V\VWHP��LW
�V�QRW�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�
WKH�$PHULFDQ�IDPLO\��DQG�LW
V�JRWWHQ�ZRUVH�XQGHU�
SUHVLGHQW�EXVK�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�ODVW�\HDUV��
�
KH�IRUJRW�WR�WHOO�\RX�KH�YRWHG�WR�WD[�VRFLDO�VHFXULW\�
EHQHILWV�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�WLPH��,�GLGQ
W�KHDU�DQ\�SODQ�
WR�IL[�VRFLDO�VHFXULW\��,�KHDUG�PRUH�RI�WKH�VDPH��KH�
WDONV�DERXW�PLGGOH�FODVV�WD[�FXWV��WKDW
�V�H[DFWO\�
ZKHUH�WKH�WD[�FXWV�ZHQW��PRVW�RI�WKH�WD[�FXWV�ZHQW�
WR�ORZ�DQG�PLGGOH�LQFRPH�$PHULFDQV��
�
,�WKLQN�LW
�V�LPSRUWDQW��VLQFH�KH�WDONHG�DERXW�WKH�
PHGLFDUH�SODQ��KDV�KH�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�XQLWHG�VWDWHV�
VHQDWH�IRU����\HDUV"�KH�KDV�QR�UHFRUG�RQ�
UHIRUPLQJ�RI�KHDOWK�FDUH��QR�UHFRUG�DW�DOO��KH�
LQWURGXFHG�VRPH�����ELOOV�DQG�KH
�V�SDVVHG�ILYH��QR�
UHFRUG�RI�OHDGHUVKLS��

 


